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BISHOP’S LETTER 


So much has happened in 
the few months since the 
» last Friendship Magazine! 


Firstly I attended the Tri- 
ennial Conference of 
CUAC (Colleges and Uni- 
versities of the Anglican 
Communion), May 26-31, 
2008 in Hong Kong. The theme of the con- 
ference was ‘Excellence, Character, Service’. 
We emphasized the need for higher education 
in the 21st century to focus on educating 
young people to build a good character and to 
be willing to serve in society. 


We invited Bishop Dick Chang, retired 
Bishop of Hawaii, and his wife Dee to come 
to Taiwan to conduct the clergy retreat. The 
theme was servanthood. Dee shared with the 
clergy spouses. Thank you Bishop Dick and 
Dee. During the retreat we were running all 
day and the Holy Spirit was running in our 
hearts too! 


We were so pleased and happy to host the 
EAM Consultation in Taiwan. The last time 
the EAM Chinese Convocation was held here 
was in 1999, but this time was extra-special, 
with the whole of EAM, 160 people in all! 
Canon Soh gave the keynote speeches and 
although he was extremely uncomfortable and 
sick, all of us were touched by his talks. Af- 
ter he finished his talks, he returned immedi- 
-ately to Singapore for surgery. This in itself 
was a wonderful witness to us, to always be a 
good servant of the Lord, whatever our condi- 
tion. 


We very much appreciated our local team of 
clergy and volunteers, especially those from 


St. Timothy’s Church. One parishioner from 
St. Timothy’s hosted the welcome dinner on 
the opening night of EAM. Thank you to all! 


We are so happy that all the EAM participants 
got a chance to visit one of our churches on 
Sunday June 8. Praise the Lord that all the 
EAM Consultation went smoothly and fellow- 
ship was abundant. Both from a spiritual and 
physical point of view, everything was so 
good. The conference really helped everyone 
to prepare as a good servant of the Lord in 
their own situation and culture. 


About the Lambeth Conference, may I say a 
number of things: 


The Church of England kindly invited all the 
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OFF TO LAMBETH! 


bishops and spouses to a Hospitality Week 
pre-Lambeth. We took the opportunity to 
visit Heighington in the Diocese of Durham 
and Sedbergh in the Diocese of Bradford. 
We really appreciated the sharing and hos- 
pitality, the ministry experience and the 
chance to meet so many people from differ- 
ent dioceses. 


This was my first Lambeth Conference and 
it was great! A great opportunity to meet 
bishops from different cultures, countries 
and dioceses. For me that is to experience 
the grace and mighty power of the Lord, 
because I can see that He calls and chooses 
so many servants to proclaim the Good 
News and engage in ministry. It was a good 
chance to share, exchange, and to encourage 
one another for the future. I especially ap- 
preciated the first 3 days retreat led by 
Archbishop Rowan Williams. 


All the bishops took the opportunity to 
share and build bridges with each other. 
We marched together in London, visited 
Lambeth Palace and Buckingham Palace, 
and I was so pleased to meet all my old 
friends (including my old classmate from 


Bishop Lai with Rt. Rev. Mdimi Mhogolo 


and his wife Irene, Bishop of Central Tanga- 


nyika. St. James’ Kindergarten, Taichung 
raised over US$ 6,000 in 2006 to send to 


Bishop Mdimi’s diocese for their kindergar- 
ten and church work. 


Bishop Lai with his new friends from Lam- 
beth: Bishop Roger Jaomalaza and his Tai- 
wanese wife Alice Chung Po Chuen Jao- 
malaza, from Madagascar 


Ireland, Rt. Rev. Paul Colton, Bishop of 
Cork, Cloyne and Ross) and to make new 
ones. 


I still deeply believe that the function of the 
church is to proclaim the Good News and to 
lead everyone to come and accept the grace 
and redemption of the Lord Jesus Christ. If 
we are divided or broken, this is not a good 
witness. After this Lambeth Conference, I 
have a lot of confidence that the Anglican 
Communion will keep close and our unity 
will remain strong despite all the difficult 
issues that we face. 


May God bless 
you all! 


Bishop David 
Lai 


Bishop Lai and the new Bishop of 
Osaka, the Rt. Rev. Samuel Osamu 
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CLERGY CONFERENCE AND RETREAT 


Bishop Richard Chang & Mrs. Dee Chang in Taiwan 


In June 2008, the Diocese of Taiwan had 
the honor and privilege of welcoming 
Bishop Richard Chang and Mrs. Dee Chang 
to the island; so that clergy and their 
spouses could spend time with them before 
their participation in the 2008 Episcopal 
Asia-American Ministry (EAM) Consulta- 
tion held in Kaohsiung. Bishop and Mrs. 
Chang celebrated Eucharist with the Eng- 
lish-speaking congregation of Church of the 
Good Shepherd, Taipei, and then joined 
them for their fellowship luncheon after- 
wards. 


The next day Bishop and Mrs. Chang trav- 
eled south to Kaohsiung on the High Speed 
Rail to take part in the June Clergy and 
Clergy Spouse Conference. Bishop Chang 
was the keynote speaker for the clergy seg- 
ment, while Mrs. Chang was the keynote 
speaker for the clergy spouse segment. 


The theme of this conference was Living as 
a Servant of the Lord. Using personal sto- 
ries and his experience as a bishop, Bishop 
Chang shared with the clergy his wisdom 
and insights on servanthood; how knowing 
oneself and one’s community is crucial to 
one’s ministry. Moreover Bishop Chang 
reminded all the clergy of the importance of 
personal wellness. Even with all the clergy 
responsibilities, it is not something to be 
overlooked as one’s physical, emotional, 
and spiritual wellness has great impact on 
one’s ministry and relationships. 


With the presence of Bishop Chang and 
Bishop Lai, and given the tension between 
the Episcopal Church and the Anglican 
Communion, this conference gave everyone 
a wonderful opportunity to get clarification 
and have questions answered. 


Mrs. Dee Chang led the retreat for clergy 
spouses in a separate part of the conference 
center. We met together surrounded by 5 
very happy clergy children and babies who 
came too. This was a very relaxed and 
happy event, much appreciated by clergy 
spouses young and not-so-young!. Mrs. 
Chang had baked cookies herself for each 
session and brought them all the way from 
Hawaii. She shared many of her experi- 
ences with us, and encouraged us to share 
with each other. 


Special thanks to former President of St. 
John’s University, Dr. Andrew Chang, his 
wife, Mrs. Charlotte Chou and Mrs. Nancy 
Liao for translating the conference and re- 
treat sessions. 


Even though it rained through out the con- 
ference, it did not dampen the participants’ 
spirits; and the leadership of Bishop and 
Mrs. Chang was definitely an added bless- 
ing for this event. 


Clergy Spouses and their children at the 
retreat 


EPISCOPAL ASIA-AMERICA MINISTRY (EAM) 35TH 
ANNUAL CONSULTATION, KAOHSIUNG, TAIWAN 


June 6-10, 2008 
Hosted by the Diocese of Taiwan 


The EAM Consultation opened June 6 with 
a welcome from the chair of the EAM 
Council, the Rev. Dr. Fran Toy. There were 
a total of 160 delegates and guests coming 
from the Chinese, Filipino, Japanese, Ko- 
rean, South Asian, Southeast Asian convo- 
cations, Diocesan representatives and guests 
from Philippines, Korea, Hong Kong, India, 
Canada and U.K. 


At the Eucharist presided by the host 
bishop, the Rt. Rev. David Lai, the Rev. 
Winfred Vergara, officer for Asian Ameri- 
can Ministries, challenged the congregation 
to ‘stay in the cities’ and excel in ministry 
and witness. ‘It is in the city where you find 
the Avenues of Hope as well as the Boule- 
vards of Broken Dreams, the hallways of 
opportunity as well as the alleys of deprav- 
ity... where you see the face of God, where 
you hear the voice of God and feel God's 
heartbeat.... 


The keynote speaker was Rev Canon Chye 
Ann Soh (see photo above right), former 
Asia Director of the Church Mission Soci- 
ety. In powerful speech and power point 
illustrations, he painted a canvass of global- 
ization as the context of mission. He shared 
his experiences of mission in the context of 


the globalized world, and he challenged the 
EAM to become ‘broadband missionaries’ 
completely open and vulnerable to be used 
by God in a new wave of renewal, revival 
and mission. 


In the final service of the consultation, the 
EAM Commissioning Eucharist, on June 9, 
EAM was honored to be able to welcome 
the Most Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori, 
Presiding Bishop and Primate of The Epis- 
copal Church, to preach and preside. 


The Diocese hosted a lunch in honor of 
Presiding Bishop Katharine at St. Timothy’s 
Church on June 10, followed by a dinner in 
Taipei in the evening. All the clergy, war- 
dens and EAM volunteers gave her a warm 
welcome! 


Above left: EAM Bishops and their spouses assemble to welcome P.B. Katharine 
Above right: The Diocese of Taiwan welcomes P. B. Katharine with lunch at St. Timothy’s 


EAM SUNDAY JUNE 8, 2008 


Sunday June 8, 2008 was a big day for 8 of our 
churches in Taiwan. The original plan for Sunday 
June 8 was that all EAM participants would wor- 
ship together at St. Timothy’s Church, Kaohsiung 
and would then split into groups for an afternoon of 
sightseeing and ‘cultural immersion’. Instead, we 
split into groups for the whole day, traveling to dif- 
ferent churches mainly in southern Taiwan for wor- 
ship, lunch and then sightseeing, returning to Kaoh- 
siung in the evening. Bishops who attended EAM 
were invited to preach and / or preside at the 
Eucharist in each church. 


EAM ladies including Angie Cabanban, 
(from the EAM office) second from left 
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ST. TIMOTHY’S CHURCH, KAOHSIUNG. 

Celebrant / Preacher: The Most Rev. Kyungjo Francis Park, Archbishop of Korea; 
The Rt. Rev. Paul Keun-Sang Kim, Assistant Bishop of Seoul, 

Rt. Rev. David J. H. Lai, Bishop of Taiwan, 

Rev. Justin Lin. 


After the service and lunch we first went to the Museum of History where it was air- 
conditioned! Then we went by ferry to Chi-jin, an offshore island, and hiked to the light 
house and the fort. After hiking we visited the oldest Christian church and the biggest Bud- 
dhist temple there for a comparison of religions. Then there was shopping in the night mar- 
ket, which is a major attraction at Chi-jin, and we ended the day with a great sunset and din- 
ner on Chai-mountain. 


ST. PAUL’S CHURCH, KAOHSIUNG. 
Celebrant / Preacher: Rt. Rev. Sergio Carranza, Diocese of Los Angeles. 
Rev. June Chou. 


After the service and lunch we vis- 4 
ited the air-conditioned Kaohsiung . 4 
Museum of Fine Arts to escape the 4% 
heat, followed by a visit down to 
the ‘Love River’. As it was also a j 
the Dragon Boat Festival, we 
watched dragon boat races on the 

river. We visited the former Brit- 

ish Consulate Building at Takao, 

and finished with dinner and a 

Visit to the famous and huge : 
‘Dream World’ Shopping Mall to — Ee “ 
enjoy free time shopping and re- 

laxing in the air-conditioning! 


Rev. June Chou, vicar of St. Paul’s Church, Kaohsiung, 
welcomes EAM visitors arriving at Kaohsiung High- 
Speed Rail Station 


ST. MARK’S CHURCH, PINGTUNG. 
Celebrant / Preacher: Rev. Franco Kwan. 
Mrs. Grace Yang, Parish Worker. 


After church service and lunch, we visited the Taiwan Indigenous Culture Park in the moun- 
tains of San-di-men Township to learn about Taiwan’s native peoples and see their culture 
and dancing displays. We also visited a Hakka Village. 


ALL SAINTS CHURCH, GANGSHAN. 
Celebrant / Preacher: Rt. Rev. David Jones, Diocese of Virginia. 
Rev. Leo Tzeng. 


After Sunday Service we had lunch ( traditional Chinese zhong-zi: as that day was the 


Dragon Boat Festival.) and fellowship with members of All Saints’ Church. Then we vis- 
ited Ci-shan to see the Di-Jing Bridge and eat ice cream-at the Taiwan Sugar Corporation. 
This was followed by a cultural tour and dinner at the famous Hakka cultural village at Mei- 
nong. A wonderful place! Then we enjoyed a romantic evening at Lover’s Wharf, Jie-ding, 
before returning to the Grand Hotel. 


GRACE CHUCH, TAINAN. 
Celebrant / Preacher: Rt. Rev. Arthur Williams, Diocese of Ohio; Rev. Ricky Tai 
Rev. Sam Cheng. 


Tainan is the historical city of Taiwan, packed with old forts, temples, churches and other 
relics. Tainan has famous night markets, riverside walks and is full of ancient Chinese cul- 
tural relics. We visited all the famous sites, ate delicious food and enjoyed fellowship with 
each other. 


ST. PETER’S CHURCH, CHIA-YI. 
Celebrant / Preacher: Rt. Rev. Bavi (Nedi) Rivera, Diocese of Olympia 
Rt. Rev. Dick Chang, Rev. Keith Lee. 


St. Peter’s Church and EAM 
visitors: 
The Very Rev. David Jack- 
son (Dean and President at 
Bloy House Seminary, CA) 
The Rt. Rev. Richard, S. O. 
Chang (Retired Bishop of 
Diocese of Hawaii) 
j i ? | The Rt. Rev. Nedi Rivera 
ioe § 4 pe (Bishop Suffragan of Dio- 
es es cese of Olympia) 
The Rev. Moki Hino 
(Chaplain of Seabury Hall, 
HI) 


After lunch we went to Gu-Keng, the mountainous area where coffee is grown, and where 
coffee shops abound. We tried the delicious Taiwan coffee and relaxed in the cool air enjoy- 
ing the scenery. After dinner in the evening, we went to the famous Wen-Hua Night Market. 


ST. JAMES’ CHURCH, TAICHUNG. 
Celebrant / Preacher: Rev. Winfred Vergara, officer for EAM 
Rev. Philip Lin. 


This trip involved a very early start, involving a 3 hour coach drive from Kaohsiung. After 
service and lunch we visited the world-class standard Science Museum for a brief visit to the 
Chinese Science section. Then we visited nearby Wu-Feng, to visit the 921 Museum, com- 
memorating Taiwan’s famous 1999 earthquake, followed by a visit to the family home and 
garden of the Lin family, beautifully situated and recently restored. 


GOOD SHEPHERD CHURCH, TAIPEI. 
Celebrant: Rev. Diane Wong, English Chaplain. Preacher: Bill Bryson 


This group traveled by High-Speed Rail (HSR) to and from Taipei. After service and lunch, 
we visited the National Palace Museum — the largest collection of Chinese artifacts in the 
world, followed by a visit to the world’s tallest building: Taipei 101, and then dinner at the 
famous Ding Tai Feng Restaurant, renowned for its dumplings. 
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EAM group photo on the steps of the Grand Hotel, Kaohsiung 
For more excellent photos, do look at the EAM website. 
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Trip with Bishop Lai to Heighington and Sedbergh 
Rev. Charles C.T Chen. BR dh 47En 


ae oan : 
Bishop David and Mrs. Lily Lai, 
Rev. Charles and Mrs. MaryJo Chen. 


The week before the Lambeth conference, 
July 9-13, 2008, my wife Mary Jo and I had 
a wonderful opportunity to travel with the 
Rt. Rev. and Mrs. David Lai to visit Cath- 
erine’s friends, family and churches in 
northern England. We visited the village of 
Heighington, near Darlington, in the Dio- 
cese of Durham; and the town of Sedbergh, 
Cumbria in the Diocese of Bradford. This 
was a very fruitful visit and a great blessing 
to us. Catherine Lee has been a mission 
partner from C.M.S. (UK) to Tai- | 
wan for over 8 years in total. She | 
worked at St. James’ Church, 
Taichung for 7 years as an Eng- 
lish teacher, as well as a secretary 
for kindergarten and church. Asa ~ 
matter of fact, she has been sup- 
ported and encouraged by the 
churches in these two villages 
both spiritually and physically. 
Therefore, our visit to them Y 
helped to cement ties between the eas 
Diocese of Taiwan and the par- 
ishes of Heighington and Sed- 
bergh. 
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Time is fleeting. One week 


Visit to Heighington with Rev. 


seemed to be very short, but everywhere we 
went and in every person we met, our ex- 
perience was rich and marvelous. In the fol- 
lowing, I just want to state some of the 
deepest impressions in my mind: 


1. Visits to historical sites 

From Heighington, we visited the old, beau- 
tiful and vast mining areas, and the most 
historical Escomb Church built in the Vi- 
king era, which engraved on our under- 
standing the people’s way of life and the 
inheritance of church history. In Sedbergh, 
we traveled to many beautiful places in the 
countryside which really are as amazingly 
beautiful as paradise; they were just incredi- 
ble to us! We also visited several historical 
and small holy village churches which 
evoked our memories, praises and thanks 
for the innumerable anonymous saints who 
dedicated their lives for His kingdom. Our 
hearts were highly lifted up and over- 
whelmed with joy and praise! 


2. Visit to Heighington Primary School 
Catherine worked at this school for 4 years 
before dedicating her life to missionary ser- 
vice. At this school, Bishop Lai success- 
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Philip and Rosemary Thomas 


fully performed many magic tricks in front 
of the children. All of the staff and students 
concentrated so hard to listen to Bishop 
Lai’s story that he shared with them. This 
was a very amazing story about a mission- 
ary in Mainland China who was on the brim 
of being persecuted to death if he could not 
successfully fold a piece of paper and using 
one cut only, make the two Chinese charac- 
ters as “74E” (Yung Shen - Eternal Life) 
and a cross. The story was very impressive 
and nearly everyone of the audience held 
their breath, watching Bishop Lai carefully, 
and fascinated to learn the way of paper 
folding and with scissors making only one 
cut. What a tremendous and heart touching 
performance it was! 


3. ‘East and West’ tea-party in 

St. Michael’s Church 

St. Michael’s Church is in Heighington vil- 
lage (where Catherine lived, worshiped, 
served on the PCC, ran the youth group, 
Sunday School etc) and it was the vicar 
there, Rev. Dr. Philip Thomas, and St. Mi- 
chael’s Church who recommended and en- 
couraged her to apply to CMS and go over- 
seas. We held a Chinese tea ceremony and 
party in the Church. This was very mean- 
ingful and entertaining for about 40 of the 
local parishioners who attended. Bishop Lai 
talked about the spiritual and theological 
significance of tea-drinking in a Chinese 
context which was excellent and eloquent, 
and won great applause and appreciation. It 
was really a time of bridging the cultural 
gap between the East and the West and rais- 
ing plenty of humour and fun! 


4. Visit to Durham Cathedral 

What a magnificent and holy service at- 
tended by a crowd of people from all cor- 
ners of the Durham Diocese, including 
many distinguishing bishops and their 
wives from America, Canada, Australia and 
_ Africa, etc. We attended the annual Miners 
Gala service, held in memory of the miners 
who gave their lives in the mines. Lots of 
huge colorful banners and outstanding brass 


bands as well as impressive preaching and 
prayers and singing all helped to create such 
a divine atmosphere in memory of the vic- 
tims. It was incredible that the love of God 
in Christ was abundantly expressed to the 
humble and the poor who suffered from in- 
describable pain, agony and sorrow, even to 
the point of sacrificing their lives. Follow- 
ing the service, there was a nice dinner 
party hosted by the Dean, the Very Rev. 
Michael Sadgrove. This was especially in 
honour of the Bishops and wives, as part of 
the pre-Lambeth Conference. 
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With Rev. Michelle Ferguson and family at 
Hurworth 


5. Preaching on Sunday 

On Sunday, both Bishop Lai and I were in- 
vited to preach. Bishop Lai preached at St. 
Michael’s Church in Heighington, and I 
was invited to preach at All Saints’ Church 
in Hurworth, near Darlington, another of 
Catherine’s supporting churches (see photo 
above). We took the opportunity at both 
churches to meet with the clergy and the 
parishioners, and to heartily welcome them 
to visit Taiwan to further strengthen our 
close links in the proclamation of the Gos- 
pel of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 


6. Friends from afar! 

On the Sunday afternoon we arrived in Sed- 
bergh, and that evening we attended Even- 
song at St. Andrews’ Church. The vicar, 


Rev. Alan Fell invited Bishop Lai to preach. 
The preaching, singing and prayers were 
very impressive and humorous. We were 
really off to a great start for the visit in Sed- 
bergh. Then there was one thing that oc- 
curred miraculously! Our very good 
friends, the Rev. and Mrs. Eric Jones and 
their daughter Angela suddenly appeared in 
the service. This was simply way beyond 
our expectation. This beloved couple are 
both aged 88 or more and they spent nearly 
two hours driving to see us. We had known 
each other many years ago in Ireland, and 
they are now living near Blackpool. Confu- 
cius said: “What a pleasant thing it is, hav- 
ing friends from afar!” 


Charles leading the school assembly in 
Sedbergh 


7. Assembly at Sedbergh County Primary 
School 

At the assembly of around 200 children, 
Bishop Lai and I talked with them about 
Taiwan, and answered the interesting ques- 
tions raised by the children. We offered 
them quite an informative geography lesson 
of Taiwan and advertised this small and 
beautiful island of Formosa to those lovely 
and smart children. See photo above. 


8. Fellowship at Rydal Hall, Ambleside, 
Lake District © 

There was another thoughtful arrangement 
of a meeting and lunch fellowship as part of 
the Diocesan pre-Lambeth Party at Rydal 
Hall, Ambleside. Following the lunch party, 
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there was a tour of Lake Windermere which 
is similar to Sun Moon Lake in Taichung. It 
was a bit drizzling and foggy, but occasion- 
ally the sky cleared, which added to its 
mysterious beauty and stimulated the visi- 
tors to linger and long for a second return 
visit! 


9. Tea at Brigflatts Friends Meeting House 
A meeting with representatives from 
‘Churches Together in Sedbergh and Dis- 
trict’ was a time of enlarging our world- 
wide church views. The Brigflatts Friends 
Meeting House is a very famous Quaker 
meeting place in Sedbergh. Before arriving 
there, we had a very interesting visit to the 
nearby-hills to see a huge rock where the 
founder of the Quakers, the Rev. George 
Fox, once preached for two to three hours to 
a multitude of people. It was a great influen- 
tial moment in the founding and develop- 
ment of the Quakers. 


At this meeting, all representatives and pas- 
tors from different denominations gathered 
together with us for prayers and chat, which 
was really beneficial to mutual understand- 
ing and working together for the gospel in 
an ecumenical way. Bishop Lai and I acted 
in the role of representatives from Taiwan. 
We introduced the church and the Republic 
of China in Taiwan and answered questions 
that were raised in the meeting. We deeply 
felt that we had rendered a good service as 
ambassadors for the country of Taiwan and 
promoted a bit of diplomatic relationship 


In the hills around Sedbergh 


for Taiwan through this informal point of 
church contact. We were pleased that we 
could do something for our small country of 
Taiwan. 


Visiting Catherine’s parents in Sedbergh 


10. Special visit to Catherine’s family 

What an exciting thing it was that Bishop 
and Mrs. Lai, my wife and I had the privi- 
lege of visiting Catherine’s parents in Sed- 
bergh. The Rev. and Mrs. Robert Lee (wife, 
Sheila) invited us to come to dinner in the 
early evening. We were very pleased and 
thankful for their eagerness and generous 
hospitality to treat us to a very elaborate 
dinner with plenty of delicious lamb. It was 
just incredible to know that they could cook 
such a nice dinner personally to entertain us 
in this very formal and polite way. Praise be 
to God, they are very healthy both spiritu- 
ally and physically. I personally was very 
impressed with the Rev. Lee’s Bible lesson 
readings in Evensong when he articulated 
word by word so clearly and soundly. The 
Lord has really used his gifts for His glory! 


11. Thanks for the kind hospitality and car- 
ing in Heighington and Sedbergh 

For the one week we were in Heighington 
and Sedbergh, we were treated generously 
to have lots of delicious food, kind hospital- 
ity and wonderful services, and so much 
kindness and thoughtfulness. Our hearts 


are so full of gratitude that we have no 
words to describe it! 


I would like to list the names of the vicars 
and their wives as well as the names of the 
parishioners as the honest extension of our 
heartfelt thanks and gratitude to them as 
follows: The Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Philip Tho- 
mas (wife, Rosemary, the professor), The 
Rev. and Mrs. Robert Lee (wife, Sheila), 
The Rev. and Mrs. Alan Fell (wife, Naomi, 
the attorney), The Rev. Michelle Ferguson 
and her husband, Dr. Gordon Ferguson. The 
Rev. Victor Hopkins, Mr. and Mrs. Harry 
Banks (wife, Elizabeth), Peter and Rachel 
Williamson, Brian Teasdale, Stephen Lum- 
ley, Dr. Burt and Janet Chamberlain, Rev. 
Eric Jones and Elizabeth, Barbara, Ernest 
and Monica Cousins, Susan Sharrocks, Eric 
and Judith Ryder, Rosemary Lord, Tony 
and Anne (the warden of St. Andrew’s). 


Thanks and praises be to God in the grace 
and love of Christ on the cross that our vis- 
its were very fruitful and valuable, and we 
look forward to having more intimate links 
with the churches in Heighington and Sed- 
bergh in the future. 


Bishop and Mrs. Lai with Rev Alan Fell and 
Rev Vic Hopkins at Sedbergh 


REFLECTION ON LAMBETH 2008: MRS LILY LAI 


Mrs. Lily Lai, wife of Bishop David Lai, attended the Spouses’ Conference at Lambeth. 


At first I thought 3 weeks would be too 
long, but actually 3 weeks was very good! I 
really enjoyed Lambeth, as did Bishop Lai. 
I found it very meaningful to have so much 
time to get to know the other spouses. We 
had such a full program, Bible studies, 
speeches, services, walking everywhere and 
lining up! Everyone was so patient and 
took such good care of each other. 


It was a real learning experience to hear the 
stories from other spouses. The hardships 
the African spouses have to face are incredi- 
ble, and to hear how they handle and over- 
come those hardships was really helpful. 
Now we can really understand and know 
how to pray for each other. Some of the 
African bishops and spouses spend so much 
time traveling far distances around their 
dioceses often under difficult conditions. 
Some have to walk for hours to get to 
churches. Others are bishops of remote dio- 
ceses far from their home towns or even 
their countries, so the spouses can often 
have feelings of isolation and loneliness. 


We all spoke different languages and came 
from different cultures, but we all respected 
everyone’s sharing and points of view. We 
all received lots of good advice on how to 
be a good bishop’s spouse. By the third and 
last week we began to discuss more difficult 
issues, and it was good to see most people 
accepting other points of view. This was 
the best thing about Lambeth, getting to 
know other spouses from different cultures. 


I was highly honored to have been invited 
to share with the assembled spouses in the 
plenary session on the subject of ‘Married 
Life’. This 15-minute talk took place on 
July 21, followed by discussions. Many 
spouses, especially those from Asia, com- 
mented on my talk and how true my experi- 
ence was for all of us from Asia. 


During a creative session based on the pas- 
sage from John’s Gospel: ‘I am the vine...’ 
we were given lots of materials and invited 
to make something to depict this theme. 
Most people made leaves. I made a kite. 
My kite was given special attention by 
Archbishop Rowan’s wife, Mrs. Jane Wil- 
liams, and I was invited to share with every- 
one about it. I shared with everyone how a 
kite needs to be held by the master to let it 
fly freely in the wind, in the same way as a 
leaf needs to be held onto the branch. 


I was moved to see so many volunteers 
from local churches, as well as international 
volunteers. I was also moved at those 
churches particularly in England who had 
offered money to cover all the costs. I 
would like to thank all those who helped in 
any way, and I wish them God’s blessing on 
their lives. 


Mrs. Lily Lai. 
Mrs. Lily Lai’s testimony is published in 


‘Marriage, Mitres and being Myself’, by 
Jane Williams and published by SPCK 


REFLECTION ON LAMBETH 2008: MS. INGRID CHIEN 


Ms. Ingrid Hanyu Chien, niece of retired Bishop John Chien, and member of St. Luke’s 
Church, Hua-lien, now attending St. John’s Cathedral, volunteered as a steward at Lambeth. 


Thanks be to God for giving me this oppor- 
tunity to be a steward at the Lambeth Con- 
ference 2008! So many bishops from so 
many countries were assembled at the Uni- 
versity of Kent in Canterbury. Because of 
Bishop Lai’s recommendation and funding 
support from brothers and sisters at St. 
John’s Cathedral, my trip this July to Can- 
terbury as a servant for the Lambeth Con- 
ference was successful and fulfilling. 


What is the Stewards’ responsibility during 
the Lambeth Conference? We 52 stewards 
assembled from 13 countries to help this 
truly global conference. Apart for some stu- 
dents from local universities, almost every- 
one was from the worldwide Anglican 
Church. Our job included using our lan- 
guage capability for translation, guarding 
conference sites with campus security wher- 
ever activities took place, providing direc- 
tions to almost everywhere people needed 
to head to, and providing hospitality. Apart 
from witnessing an important congregation 
of leaders in the Anglican Church, last but 
not the least, we were there to meet up with 
brothers and sisters from different parts of 
the world, but in God’s arms we are family 
on the earth. 


One of the amazing experiences I would 
like to share is the building of relationships 
and enjoying the fellowship with all partici- 
pants at this conference. As a team of stew- 
ards, we worked together from very early 
morning until late at night. We came from 
different cultural backgrounds but shared 
the same church background. It was incredi- 
ble that we were able to build up trust with 
each other in the one-week pre-conference 
briefing and afterwards showed empathy 
and support within the team. 


In our daily schedule, we would encounter 
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Mrs. Lily Lai with Ingrid Hanyu 
Chien at Lambeth 


bishops, their spouses, on-site translators, 
staff, and even media people from different 
countries. As a result, I have learnt how to 
greet people in almost 10 different lan- 
guages! During the conference, we could 
see bishops in every corner in the campus. 
Apart from helping them as stewards, could 
you believe we had a chance to teach bish- 
ops to do “origami” (Japanese paper fold- 
ing)? We made friends not only with stew- 
ards, staff and translators, but also built up 
close relationships with bishops and even 
the Archbishop of Canterbury. The last two 
days we had a discussion session and did St. 
Augustine’s Route with the Archbishop of 
Canterbury. Unlike the usual circumstances 
when he was always surrounded by security 
guards and secretaries; he just sat on the 
coach with us and talked to us closely. Even 
bishops could hardly have such opportunity, 
but we stewards had! 


Throughout the whole conference, there 
were a lot of discussion sessions for bishops 
to share different opinions about the future 
of the Anglican Church, for example, In- 
daba (means gathering or meeting from the 


Zulu language) group, listening sessions, 
and regional meetings etc. Frankly speak- 
ing, the current church is facing a fast and 
chaotic world, and lots of challenging issues 
came up. With more than a thousand-year 
history, what is the next step for the Angli- 
can Church, such a huge Christian church, 
in the world? This challenging question is 
still open after the Lambeth Conference. 
However, reconciliation and standing firm 
united in God’s commands appeared more 
important than arguments. I can still re- 
member every time when we said the Lord 
’s Prayer in our own language, at such beau- 
tiful moments like these we were united as 
one body of Christ and shared one belief. 


As one of the younger generation of the An- 
glican Church, I feel grateful for that we 
were there at this conference. We not only 
worked as stewards, but also participated in 
this conference in different roles. In my 
case, | had the chance to be responsible for 
leading prayers during two worship services 
(BBC Live Sunday’s service and Lambeth 
Conference closing worship) with another 
few stewards. To make brothers and sisters 
in the Diocese of Taiwan feel proud, I said 
the prayer in Canterbury Cathedral using 
Taiwanese, Mandarin and English. That 
represents that even though Taiwan is just 
one diocese, we are able to join this won- 
derful congregation! — 


REFLECTION ON LAMBETH 2008 


MS. ERIN RUTHERFORD 


Ms. Erin Rutherford, member of Good Shepherd English Congregation, Taipei was in 
charge of the stewards at Lambeth 


Adequate reflection wasn’t something I had 
time to do properly before taking on my 
role at the Lambeth Conference. I knew that 
I would be in charge of the “Stewards” pro- 
gramme along with a man called Dave 
Friswell. While he had been hired earlier to 
do recruitment and make early plans, I was 
coming on to the conference staff with little 
background in how this particular confer- 
ence was organised. I discovered that stew- 
ards were to have a much more pivotal 

role in the running of the conference, 
than they did when I was a steward at 
Lambeth in 98. 


The stewards arrived in Canterbury a 
week before the bishops to begin their 
training. Dave and I set up a pro- 
gramme that involved training stew- 


bishops), using technical equipment 
such as walkie-talkies, dealing with 
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ards in managing difficult people (i.e. * ey 


the press, intercultural communication, and 
first-aid. The 55 stewards, which included 
Ingrid Han Yu Chien from Taiwan, needed 
to understand the ins and outs of the confer- 
ence venue and the other conference staff. 
Dave and I were also assisted by the retired 
Bishop of Niagara, Ralph Spence (shown 
here in the photo on the right of the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, and I am on the 
left), and his wife, Carol, who served as 


chaplains to the Stewards programme. We 
realised quickly that the stewards were in- 
credibly talented with a range of skills and 
personalities to suit the numerous tasks that 
were asked of them. 


Once the bishops arrived, Dave and I 
worked from the early morning to late night 
keeping up with steward rotas and dealing 
with endless requests for small jobs to be 
done. While my friends sent me messages 
from all over the world asking whether 
what they’d read in the papers was true, I 
was often reading about them for the first 
time. Given the nature of my job, I was eve- 
rywhere without actually being in the places 
that people from outside the conference 
were interested in. While I had a lot to do 
with bishops, my main concern was the well 
being of the stewards. Their ministry to the 
conference was what held it together. 


Unlike ten years ago, I felt that Stewards 
were given the respect that they deserved. 


The final plenary was about the stewards 
and the hopes and goals of young people in 
the church. It was an opportunity to be 
heard that youth rarely get and I felt privi- 
leged to have been part of it. The respect 
they were shown was well deserved. They 
took a tremendous amount of initiative 
when areas of the conference hadn’t been 
organised. Stewards were friendly and po- 
lite when bishops were not. They also took 
the time to listen to each other’s stories in a 
way that perhaps the bishops didn’t. And 
stewards saw hope in all that was happening 
in the conference. 


I would like to thank Ingrid Chien for all of 
her work. She was an outstanding represen- 
tative of the Diocese of Taiwan on our team 
and to the larger conference community. I 
would also like to thank the diocese for all 
of their prayers over the course of the con- 
ference. 


Lambeth Stewards 2008 


AROUND THE CHURCHES ~ WHAT’S BEEN GOING ON 
THIS PAST SUMMER 


ST. PETER’S CHURCH, CHIA-YI 
Rey. Keith Lee Jen-Cheng #42 RX Of 


A big wedding celebration was held on May 
17 at St. Peter’s. Ms Shirley Ke Chi-Huei 
fu[F£2* married Mr. Johanns Geiger, from 
southern Germany. The bride is the daugh- 
ter of Rev. Jason Ke, retired vicar of St. Pe- 
ter’s Church. Both the bride and groom 
teach at Da-Yie University, Chang-hua. 


The marriage was officiated by the Rev. 
Canon David Chee, the Eucharist was cele- 
brated by the Rev. Keith Lee, and the Rt. 
Rev. John Chien blessed the congregation. 


Over 100 people attended, included the 
newlyweds' relatives, friends, students, and 
the brothers and sisters of St. Peter's. Some 
of the groom’s family including his mother, 
visited from Germany. After the service, a 
fragrant tea time and wedding banquet was 
held. We pray for God to keep leading 

their living and their lives in the future. 


On Sunday June 8, St. Peter's was pleased 
to welcome a group from EAM including 
Bishop Nedi Rivera and Bishop Dick 
Chang. All the visitors really enjoyed the 
day out and the coffee in Gu-Keng! 


During the summer vacation, we had the joy 


of leading 25-30 elementary school children 
in morning prayers everyday at St. Peter’s 
Church. Every morning, the children gath- 
ered in the church singing songs, reading 
Psalms and the Lord's Prayer, and praying 
for their teachers and anyone in need. We 
taught the children to meet Jesus at the be- 
ginning of each day. We also hope that 

they could know more about God, and 
could be moved by the Holy Spirit. 


On July 19, 15 of us from St. Peter’s 
Church went to Taipei to take blessings 

to Prof. and Mrs. Lin's family in Taipei (see 
photo below). We had a service of blessing 
for the new house, and then Prof. and Mrs. 
Lin treated us to a delicious lunch. On our 
way home we visited Yin-gue, a town in 
Taipei County, famous for its china and 
pottery. We all had great fun! 


A children's camp was held from August 
4~6 for about 70 children. The student and 
diocesan missionary team of 13 young col- 
lege students came to help. The children 
learned many things and they were so 
happy during the camp. 


Mr. Simon Tsou, diocesan seminarian from 
Taipei and presently starting his third year 
at Fu-Ren Seminary, did his field educa- 
tion at St. Peter's Church during the summer 


Prof. and Mrs. Lin receive a gift from Rev. 
Keith Lee, a plaque with the words: ‘Jesus 
is the Head of this House’ in Chinese and 


English. 


vacation. He was very active and diligent in 
helping and getting to know the children 
and young people. He taught the young 
boys of St. Peter's to play the guitar, and 
spent a lot of time with the children and 
young people. Everyone loved him so 
much! 


The Rev. Keith, Chen-cheng Lee is now 
studying further education in Liturgy at 
Min-Hua Theological Seminary in Hong 
Kong for this term. He left for Hong Kong 


on September | and he will be back to Tai- 
wan in the end of this year. In his absence, 
Rev. Jason Ke is in charge of the church. 


This opportunity to study overseas for a 
term is a valuable experience for our clergy, 
and the Diocese of Taiwan is grateful to the 
Ming-Hua Theological College, the 
Archbishop and the Province of Hong Kong 
for these arrangements. 


CHURCH OF THE LEADING STAR, TAIPING 


Rey. Philip Lin Li-Feng #12 EH Sf 


The Summer Mission Team led a 2-day 
children’s camp at the Church of the Lead- 
ing Star in Taiping. 22 children attended. 
Some of the children had attended the camp 
last year and remarked to the team that they 
had been waiting for them for a whole year 
to come back! The theme this year was 
‘Following Jesus’ and the same format was 
followed in each church. In the Church of 
the Leading Star, the students also did ac- 
tivities with the Leading Star Kindergarten 
each morning, followed by the summer 
camp in the afternoons. 


Happy children and students from the 
mission program at the Church of the 
Leading Star in Taiping! 


ST. JOHN’S UNIVERSE TAIPEI 


St. John’s University has constructed a 
labyrinth in the grounds of the university, in 
a quiet location near to the swimming pool. 
Along with the new skylight in the church 
roof and the stations of the cross around the 
church, these have helped to attract many 
visitors to the church. See photos below. 


Dr. Peter Tuen-Ho Yang retired as President 
of St. John’s University on July 31, 2008 
after 6 years at St. John’s. After a Thanks- 
giving Service in Advent Church, there was 
a lunch in the University followed by pres- 
entations, speeches and entertainment, be- 
fore President Yang’s wife arrived to drive 
him off in a car decorated with balloons and 
‘Happy Retirement’ greetings! We wish 
him a long, happy and healthy retirement! 


We are delighted to welcome the appoint- 
ment of Dr. Chen Jean-Lien [<3 as the 
new University President. Born and 
brought up in Taipei City, she was formerly 
Vice-President of the National Taiwan Uni- 
versity of Science and Technology. Dr. 
Chen’s husband Dr. Wu Jing-Shown is a 
Professor in Electrical Engineering at Na- 
tional Taiwan University. Both gained a 
PhD in Electrical Engineering from Cornell 
University, USA, and then worked at Bell 
Laboratories AT&T for 6 years, moving 
back to Taiwanrin 1984. She and her hus- 
band became Christians through attending 
the Chinese Bible Study while at Cornell 
University, and they were baptized in 1979 
in New Jersey, USA. The family are active 


wiemnber’ of the ore Bhihe Church i in 
Taipei City, and her interests include music, 
singing and hiking. Dr. Chen has one 
daughter and one son. Her daughter is a 
marketing director in product management 
at a hi-tech company, having graduated 
from National Taiwan University in Infor- 


mation Management. Each year she trav- 
els to northern Thailand to take part in a 
week-long mission program. Dr. Chen’s 
son is presently studying for his PhD in 
Electrical Engineering at National Taiwan 
University. 


Dr. Chen’s first official task, even before 
her inauguration, was to travel to Hong 
Kong to represent St. John’s University at 
the Triennial Conference of CUAC 
(Colleges and Universities of the Anglican 
Communion), May 26-31, 2008. Bishop 
Lai also attended the conference. Dr. Chen 
has been nominated to succeed Bishop Lai 
as one of the CUAC trustees. 


New president of St. John’s University, Dr. 
Chen Jean-Lien 


Former President of St. John's University, 
Dr. Andrew Chang, and his wife Charlotte 
celebrated the wedding of their daughter 
Joy to Mr. Teddy Chen, on August 9 in 
Stewart Chapel, San Francisco Theological 
Seminary, California, USA. The celebrant 
was the Rt. Rev John Chien, retired Bishop 
of Taiwan. Joy is a graduate of the Univer- 
sity of California, Hastings Law School and 
is now a lawyer. Teddy is a graduate of 
Stanford University and works in the Bio- 
tech business. The couple will make their 
home in San Diego, California. Congratula- 
tions to the whole family! 


The funeral was held on September 5, 2008 
of Dr. Vivien Yen, (Wu Shun-Wun), first 
chairperson of the preparatory committee 
and later first president of St. John’s Uni- 
versity, (then known as St. John’s and St. 
Mary’s Institute of Technology). She was 
97 years old, the same age as the Republic 
of China. Both her late husband and Dr. 
Vivian Yen herself were very famous in 
Taiwan especially in the textile and automo- 
bile industry, and she was widely known as 
one of Taiwan’s most influential business 
women. Taiwan President Ma Ying-Jiou 
and many government ministers also at- 
tended the funeral, held in the large dome of 
the Yulon Motor Company. 


ADVENT CHURCH, TAMSUI 
Rev Lennon Chang Yuan-Rong # A BK EH 


Advent Church was the base for many of 
the student and children’s camps this sum- 
mer. The student summer mission program 
had its training and retreat here at the end of 
June, followed immediately by the first of 
the children’s summer camps for local chil- 
dren on July 1-2. A group of the church 
young people then went off to Tung-Hai 
University for an ecumenical student camp 
for 4 days. This was followed by the col- 
lege and university students diocesan sum- 
mer camp in late July where students were 
challenged about their faith and challenged 
to give their lives to God in future service. 
At the end of August, local teenagers came 
along for a week of study in preparation for 
the new school semester. The university 
students from the chaplaincy were also here 
in training for welcoming the new first-year 
students for ‘Freshers’ Week’ in early Sep- 
tember. 


A team of about 40 students took part in 
this year’s summer mission program, trav- 
eling to many of the Episcopal Churches 
around Taiwan and leading the children's 
camps. All spoke enthusiastically about the 
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response from the children in each church 
and from the church members and young 
people. This year’s mission program was 
affected by typhoons in at least two 
churches, leading to reduced numbers in 
one church, and in one case, the camp had 
to be cancelled altogether. However the 
team continued praising God and were 
grateful for the chance it gave them to visit 
other churches and to meet the church mem- 
bers and local people. 


The summer mission program ended with a 
2-day retreat for all the student leaders in 


Jin-shan at the end of August. 


Please pray for the student mission team. 
Rev. Lennon Chang’s vision and dream is 
to lead a group next summer on a mission 
trip to Malaysia, as well as continuing the 
mission program here in Taiwan. Watch 
this space! 


An exciting new development has been the 
chance to cooperate with the neighboring 


Junior High school. There are only 65 chil- 


dren in the school, all living locally and 
many from disadvantaged homes. There 
are chances for church members to go into 
the school to teach and help the children, 
and chances for the children to come to the 
campus of St. John’s University, and use 
the library and church. Please pray for this 
new community outreach. 


Do take a look at the website of the stained 


glass artist, Mr. Lyn Hovey: 
www.lynhoveystudio.com 


ST. LUKE’S CHURCH, HUA-LIEN 


_ Mr. Timothy Chen Jer-Ren [R R1=7¥ 22 
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St. Luke’s Church are grateful to Ms. 
Huang Chien-Zhe for leading the student 
mission team of 8 young people for the 
summer camp for St. Luke’s, from July 18- 
24. 24 children attended the 2-day camp, 
shown here in the photos. 


During August, each day Monday to Friday 
from 9:30am-12:20pm, there were chil- 
dren’s activities in the church. There was 
worship and Bible stories, also writing and 
maths. On average each day there were 10 
children in attendance. The children made 
great progress in their studies and also 
learnt a lot about the gospel. Church mem- 
bers came along to help. 


Thanks be to God for his grace. On August 
3, Rev. Richard Lee came to St. Luke's to 
lead the Eucharist and to share his testi- 
mony. On August 24, Rev Diane Wong led 
an English and Chinese Eucharist. On that 
date too, the Juiching Youth Choir also 
came to join in the worship. 


ST. JOHN’S CATHEDRAL, TAIPEI! 
Rev. Samuel Lin Ying-Chiou #8 K KE 


The beginning of September brought the 
beginning of a new programmatic year for 
our Sunday School teachers and students. 
We had a commissioning of Sunday School 
teachers at the beginning of Sept. We have 
over a dozen teachers who offer their time 
each Sunday to help in the Christian educa- 
tion of the many children at the cathedral. 


We are especially excited this year for the 
beginning of an official Teenage Fellow- 
ship. We are blessed with many young 
members of the Cathedral. This group of 
10-12 junior high and high school students 
has met together for a few years, but this 
group marks their transition into full adult 


membership in the church. The Teenage 
Fellowship will be focusing on education 
our young people about worship, the struc- 
ture of the Episcopal Church, and how 
young people can engage their faith in God 
and Jesus Christ in their daily lives. 3 young 
adults are running this group: Chien Han- 
yu, Yang Yi-tse, and Elizabeth Raymond. 


We are also excited to kick off the 8" year 
of the Alpha course at the Cathedral. The 
course begins the week of September 21°. 
In the past, this course has been a great tool 
for evangelization and reaching out to the 
community surrounding the Cathedral. We 
hope that Alpha will continue to be a vital 
and effective way of spreading the gospel. 


In August we were excited to welcome Seth 


and Elizabeth Raymond to Taiwan! Seth 
and Elizabeth are missionaries from the 
Episcopal Church. You can read more 
about them in their introductory article in 
this issue. Elizabeth has been assisting with 
our choir, teaching them vocal skills and 
helping with vocal warm-ups. 


Seth is beginning a new ministry adventure 
for the cathedral. Since the cathedral is lo- 
cated so close to three major universities, 
we are excited about the possibility of at- 
tracting college students to worship with us. 
Seth is leading an English Bible Study and 
Elizabeth and Seth have also begun a 
weekly Taize contemplative prayer service 
aimed at attracting college students. This is 
an incredibly exciting development in the 
life of the cathedral! 


In other news, Rev. Samuel Lin went to 
Dhaka, Bangladesh for a meeting of the 
Christian Conference of Asia in September. 
Rev. Lin is Taiwan’s representative on the 
general committee of the CCA. The CCA 
is composed of over 100 churches and de- 
nominations from all areas of Asia. Being a 
representative of the Episcopal Church and 
Taiwan is a great honor for Rev. Lin. 


Finally, we are looking forward to the pos- 
sible addition of an organ to our sanctuary. 
This has been an extremely long process of 
praying about the need for an organ, receiv- 
ing estimates, and having organ builders 
come and assess our space. This is part of 
our goal to have vibrant music. There has 
been no official decision made about the 
organ. We are still praying that God will 
show us the best way to use our resources 
and develop as a congregation. We have 
also moved our choir from the choir loft to 
the front of the sanctuary so they can truly 
assist in leading the congregation in sung 
prayer. 


TRINITY CHURCH, KEELUNG 


Rey. Richard Lee Ray-Chiang # 5% 7& Kf 


Trinity Church 
has had a full 

summer! 70 

children at- 
tended the sum- 

mer camp run 
by the student 
mission team. {| 
The church was & 
packed out! 


Highlights for 
Rev Richard 
Lee have been 
firstly the Disci- 
pleship Training 
Camp that was 
held for young 
people. This 
was an ecu- 
menical venture with other churches in Kee- 
lung. A total of over 40 students attended 
from high schools and universities. About 
15 of these were from Trinity Church. The 
actual camp was held in the Presbyterian 
Church which has the facilities for large 
numbers of people. The focus was on 
Prayer, Worship and Evangelism. Each day 
the young people went out in teams to do 
door-to-door evangelism or street evangel- 
ism, an hour each time. On the first day the 
area chosen was a place where 
people were strongly attached 
to their folk religion. Few peo- 
ple wanted to stop and talk. It 
was very difficult to strike up a 
meaningful conversation. On 
that day 8 people made deci- 
sions to follow Christ. 
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On the second day, it was much 
better and 23 people made 
prayers of commitment. By the # 
third day, the young people 
were beginning to understand 
the power of prayer, and after 
much prayer a real break- 


through was achieved. When asked how 
many people they hoped to reach on that 
day, answers varied between 30 and 100. 
The pastors challenged the young people to 
pray for 100 people to hear and respond to 
the gospel. They went out in faith and in 
prayer, and that day 110 people prayed a 
prayer of commitment, including 16 people 
in the night market. The young people 
really saw the power of prayer. This young 
people’s camp has had a really positive in- 


pa] 0S Be 


fluence on the churches 
that participated. 


A second highlight has f& 
been the ‘Grace Encoun- F 
ter’ course that is being 
followed at Trinity. A 
little similar to Alpha, it 
aims to introduce non- 
Christians to the gospel 
in a very caring and lov- 
ing way. 27 people 
were invited to attend 
along with 35 helpers. | 
The high ratio is deliber- gies 
ate and part of the focus. 
The result of this course 
has been that a whole 
new house group has been formed at Trinity 
Church, a house group mostly of people 
seeking to know more about the gospel. 

We hope and pray that in time these people 
will want to be baptized and become disci- 
ples. 


Relationships with St. George’s Church, 
Maple Ridge, Seattle have been strength- 
ened through the visit of Ms. Val Brustad 
and Fr. Michael. Val’s son got married in 
Taiwan and so she took the opportunity to 
visit Trinity one Sunday. The photo shows 


Fr. Michael and Rev. Richard Lee. Gifts 
were exchanged and fellowship was good! 


There is now an opportunity for Trinity to 
be involved in the prison ministry that Val 
and the parishioners from St. George's are 
doing. Val hopes to have a 24-hour prayer 
chain covering their weekend of mission at 
the men’s prison, and have asked Trinity to 
cover the times when it will be night-time in 
Seattle, but day-time in Taiwan. True part- 
nership in mission! 


GOOD SHEPHERD CHURCH, TAIPEI 
Rey. Lily Chang Ling-Ling FRFA>## 47, English Chaplain: Rev. Diane Wong 


Chinese congregation: Rev. Lily Chang 


During the summer months there have been 
a total of 5 baptisms, 4 of these from one 
family, although not all baptized on the 
same day. This family has an interesting 
testimony. Mr. Cheng is a member of Good 
Shepherd Church. A few years ago his wife 
died of cancer, and as she was a Christian, 
her funeral was held at Good Shepherd 
Church. Mr. Cheng’s children and his par- 
ents and his 7 brothers and sisters came to 
the funeral and many were very moved. 


Mr. Cheng’s father then died, but as he was 
not a Christian, his funeral followed the 
Buddhist tradition. Mr. Cheng’s mother 
was so moved by the Christian funeral ser- 
vice of her daughter-in-law, and so horrified 
by the Buddhist funeral service, that she 
decided that she had to become a Christian 
so that when her time came, she too could 
have a Christian funeral. She informed her 
family that this was her decision, regardless 
of what they may think or believe! Asa 
result of the witness of Rev. Lily Chang and 
evangelist James Su, old Mrs. Cheng aged 


nearly 90, was baptized along with one of 
her daughters in August. Mr. Cheng’s son , 
who had also been very moved by his 
mother’s funeral, was baptized along with 
his girlfriend, in June. Little by little the 
family is coming to know the Lord! 


A special activity for the young people’s 
group was a 2-day camp in Ilan in mid- 
August. 16 went along and this was a great 
fellowship for them. Some also participated 
in the summer mission program. 


At the May vestry meeting, a decision was 
made to discontinue the reconstruction pro- 
ject, and instead, to focus on repairs and 
minor renovations. All through this sum- 
mer, different workers marched in and out 
of the church grounds, renovating the kin- 
dergarten, the elderly care department, and 
the church office building; putting in much 
needed repairs for windows, doors, walls, 
and the plumbing system. It was.a busy 
summer for the church. 


English-speaking Congregation — by Rev. 
Diane Wong 


In a congregation, the laity looks to the 
clergy for organization, guidance, and lead- 
ership; and the clergy looks to the laity for 
active participation and commitment. The 
reality is, to be a healthy and 
strong congregation requires 
dedicated and willing cooperation i 
between clergy and laity. It takes je 
every one exercising his / her 
gifts in order to respond more 
fully to God’s call for the congre- 
gation, and to engage more faith- && 
fully in God’s ministry for the 
people of God; and thereby be a 
more effective sign of God’s 
grace. 


I want to share with you all my 
appreciation for the openness of 
the English-speaking congrega- 
tion to my leadership. At the be- 


Bishop Dick and Dee Chang’s visit to Good Shepherd 


ginning of this summer, I suggested a book 
to the core group of the congregation as 
their summer reading; which hopefully will 
help us articulate our vision / mission. The 
group said yes; and even though each one is 
reading at a different pace, they have been 
and are still reading. Last week in a get 
together lunch with the Sunday School 
teachers, I proposed the possibility of ex- 
panding Sunday School to 3 Sundays a 
month, and they said yes. I believe 
strongly that Prayers of the People is the 
ministry of the laity; so intercessions ought 
to come from the people. This fall we for- 
mally instituted the ministry of interces- 
sions, rotating the person in charge on a 
monthly basis, and the congregation is say- 
ing yes to it. We also formally instituted 
the ministry of welcome / greeting, with a 
clear list of responsibilities, and inviting 
and involving more members of the congre- 
gation instead of the usual 3; and the con- 
gregation is saying yes to it too. 


I have to admit that the little word “yes” is 
music to my ears; it gives me comfort and 
hope. It is a little word that can bring uni- 
maginable possibilities. It can bring us 
closer to God and to God’s people; it can 
allow us to bring God’s grace to those who 
need it in new ways. We don’t need to try 


to walk on water; we just need to say “yes”. 


English Congregation 


ST. TIMOTHY’S CHURCH, KAOHSIUNG 
Rey. Justin Lin Jun-Ming #46 YK of 


There has been so much happening this 
summer at St. Timothy’s that it is difficult 
to select what to share here! However 2 
new things have happened. Firstly, St. 
Timothy's held a young people and adults 
‘Service Camp’. A team of 20 young peo- 
ple went to the mountain area of Kaohsiung 
County to help in serving the community 
there. This was a 3-day camp. In the morn- 
ings, the team held reading activities for the 
local children, and 50-60 children partici- 
pated. In the afternoons they had cultural 
experiences, understanding and visiting lo- 
cal areas and meeting local people. In the 
evenings there were faith training events. 
They learned many things about service and 
now are finding ways to apply this to their 
church. The young people noticeably grew 
in maturity through the camp, studying and 
following the example of Timothy in the 
Bible. This same group then took the initia- 
tive to plan activities for young children in 
the church and for Fathers Day in August. 
They have already chosen their own chair- 
person and look forward to a bright future! 


Secondly, this development of the ministry 
among young people has also been more 


widely adopted in the whole church. Previ- 
ously the rector made most of the decisions 
about what events and activities to hold. 
Now Rev. Justin Lin (shown here in the 


photo on EAM Sunday) is trying to encour- 
age each group to make more of their own 
decisions. For example, at Christmas this 
year, each group will decide what events to 
hold and how they will celebrate. Each 
group will plan their own evangelistic out- 
reach, including the planning, inviting, the 
actual event and the follow-up, and in the 
process maturing and helping the group to 
develop. 


ST. PAUL’S CHURCH, KAOHSIUNG. 
Rev. June Chou Yun-Guang j #2 44 4% 


St. Paul’s Church were extremely happy to 
welcome 31 people for the EAM Sunday, 
the largest number for any of the churches! 
They had a great day also visiting the 
Dream Mall and the Art Museum. 


Rev. June Chou reports that numbers at- 
tending the Sunday service are usually be- 


tween 45-50, and sometimes even more. 


Many of her old Sunday School students are 


now grown-up and have returned to help 
and support her. 


Every week St. Paul’s has an English Bible 
study reading the Bible together, also Evan- 
gelism Explosion (a 3-month course of | to 
1 training in evangelism) , Young Adults 
Fellowship, and a Children’s Camp every 
Saturday. The children's summer camp for 
5 afternoons from August 4-8 attracted 22 
children. Praise God! 


ST. JAMES’ CHURCH, TAICHUNG 
Rev. Philip Lin Li-Feng LER of 


St. James’ Church is always a hive of activ- 
ity. The buildings themselves are con- 
stantly being updated, the latest being class- 
rooms and buildings suitable for the new 
Language Institute. At present the church is 
hopefully very close to being a granted a 
license from the Taichung City Government 
to open the Language Institute. This has 
taken great patience and prayer. Mr. Jerry 
Liang has made daily trips to the govern- 
ment offices and we are now assured that 
the license should be granted soon. The 
Institute hopes to have different language 
classes as well as cram school classes for 
high school students. Being granted a li- 
cense will also enable the Institute to em- 
ploy foreign teachers and through the Insti- 
tute to apply for residence permits. Re- 
cruiting reliable foreign English teachers is 
always difficult, please pray for us, and if 
you are in a position to be able to come and 
teach yourself, or know of someone who 
can, please let us know. 


Over the summer, the first exchange teach- 
ers from Cambridge-Ellis Pre-School in 
Boston USA came for 2 months and 2 of 
our teachers went there. This was a very 
valuable experience for all concerned, and 
we hope it can be repeated next year. We 
also hope for a year-long exchange program 
in the future too. 


St. James’ Church has had a whole range of 
summer activities and camps, for all ages. 
There have been camps for kindergarten 
children, elementary school children, high 
school, university and college students. The 
older children attended their own camps and 
served as helpers on the other camps, some 
also attended the student mission program 
and helped at other camps in other churches 
around the diocese. There was also a 2 
week English Bible Class for adults which 
high school students also attended. 


ALL SAINTS CHURCH, GANG-SHAN 
Rev. Leo Tzeng Wen-Bin # X tt K &f 


The photo shows 
the service at 
which Rev. Leo 
Tzeng was offi- 
cially inducted as 
Rector of All 
Saints Church, 
Gang-Shan, held 
just before 
Bishop Lai left 
for Lambeth. 


The highlight of the summer vacation for 
All Saints was the Summer Vacation Youth 
Camp for Senior High School Students held 
over 2 days and 1 night at St. James’ 
Church, Taichung. This was a cooperative 
venture with St. Peter's Church, Chia-Yi. A 
total of 20 people attended the camp, the 
first of its kind for these young people. The 
theme was ‘Life Together’. On July 23, the 
group from Gang-Shan first drove to St. Pe- 
ters where they held an activity for every- 
one to get to know each other. After lunch 
they went to Yue-Mei Amusement Park for 
the afternoon and then onto St. James’ for 
sharing and then to stay the night. The next 
day was activities and learning experiences 


about sharing. This camp was so successful 
that they hope to repeat the ‘Life Together 
Camp’ in the winter vacation. 


As a result of this camp, All Saints has now 
changed its young people’s weekly guitar 
class into a weekly Youth Fellowship for 
about 10 senior high school students. The 
guitar class has been going for 2 years, and 
now the church would like to introduce 
more about faith into this activity, so this is 
a new project for the semester. Please pray 
for them. They also have plans for a Com- 
munity College Outreach program, and an 
adult Sunday School to be held on Sunday 
mornings after the morning service. 


GRACE CHURCH, TAINAN 


Rev. Sam Cheng Ching-San #1 = # 6 


Grace Church were saddened that a typhoon 
in the summer vacation led to the cancella- 
tion of their summer mission camp for chil- 
dren. When the Mid-Autumn Moon Festi- 
val arrived in mid-September and with it, 
another typhoon, they thought that all their 
celebrations would have to be cancelled 
again. (In fact all the celebrations in north- 
ern Taiwan were cancelled, including the 
northern deanery outing to Advent Church). 
The government this year had tried to dis- 
courage the traditional barbecues because of 
the pollution concerns, so Grace Church 
had decided to hold a potluck dinner and 
karaoke. Everyone was very worried about 
the approaching typhoon, but as it had not 
yet arrived in Tainan they decided to go 


ahead with 
the celebra- 
tions. 27 
people came 
to the event, 
lasting from 
5:30-9:00pm 
(see photos). 
Every fam- 
ily brought 
one dish to 
share, and 
invited their 
friends and 
local people \ 
including ' 
the church 


neighbors. After a wonderful 
evening, just before 9:00pm the 
rain started and so everyone could 
pack up and go home. Right on 
time! Rev Sam Cheng reports 
that everyone had a great evening 
fg and learned that we could trust 

9 God for even small things like the 
f 9 weather! 


ST. STEPHEN’S MISSION, KEELUNG 
Mrs. Julia Lin Shu-Hua Ake # 1#28 


St. Stephen’s Mission has 
had a busy summer. Every 
day during the 2 month 
summer vacation, from 
9:00am—S5:00pm, chil- 
dren’s activities were held 
in the church. 22 children 
attended. In the mornings 
there was help with their 
homework, and in the after 
noons there were English 
classes, sports, Bible 
classes and art activities. 


At the very end of August, 
on the final Saturday after- 
noon before the new school 
year started, all the families fF — 
of the 22 children who at- | 
tended the summer vaca- 
tion classes were invited to 
a Thanksgiving Service. 
The principal of the local 
elementary school also 
came. Nearly 40 people 
attended. 


Seminarian Mr. He Jung-Long with children 
at St. Stephen’s 


A new project for this semester is being run 
under the auspices of the Department of 


Education in the church. On 4 evenings a and support for these children. The activi- 
week, 15 of the poorest children in the ties last from 6:00 - 8:30pm. The local 

neighborhood are invited to eat dinner and shops have agreed to cooperate in making 
after dinner there are handicrafts, cooking sure the children get home safely. In case 


of any trouble, the children are wel- 
come to go to any of these cooperating 
shops for help. 


In October there will be one adult bap- 
tized at St. Stephen’s and 4 confirmed. 
Two of these to be confirmed are origi- 
nally from Trinity Church, Keelung 
but live on the housing complex near 
St. Stephen’s. The other 2 are new 
converts from St Stephen’s itself. We 
thank God for this small church and its 
fA Outreach and growth. 


ST. MARK’S CHURCH, PING-TUNG 


Mrs. Grace Yang Li-Shiang 7 # # (#18 


On Saturday September 6, St. Mark’s 
Church hosted the local community clinic. 
One doctor and 12 nurses came to offer free 
basic health checks for anyone in the local 
community. A total of 68 local people vis- 
ited the clinic. A great service to the com- 
munity! 


The southern deanery children’s camp, held 
from July 1-3 was a great success. A total 
of 140 children from all over the Southern 
Deanery churches attended, including 26 
children from St. Mark’s. This was very 
good, since the student summer mission 
program camp for children was badly af- 
fected by a typhoon and only 6 children 
could come. 


2 of the senior high school students from St. 


Mark’s attended the college and university 


student camp held at Advent Church. 3 of 
the St. Mark's young people leave for uni- 
versity this semester. 


On September 27, the Saturday children's 
camp starts at St. Mark’s. The children 
learn the Bible, Chinese classes, English, 
pottery and music. 


And finally, St. Mark’s was very pleased to 
be able to welcome 17 EAM participants to 
attend the EAM Sunday on June 8. Special 
thanks to Rev. Franco Kwan, Rector of the 
True Sunshine Episcopal Church in San 
Francisco, (and formerly an Episcopal priest 
here in Taiwan) who stood in for Rev. Chye 
Ann Soh at the last minute, presiding at the 
Eucharist and preaching in both Chinese 
and English. Everyone had a wonderful 
time! 


INTRODUCING MR. JAMES SU GOU-CHIN iH 


Dear brothers and sisters, peace be with 
you. My name is James Su and it is my 
pleasure to introduce myself to you. I was 
born in a Christian family in Kaohsiung, 
Taiwan. My mother’s father was a minister 
of God in the Taiwan Presbyterian Church. 
Through his heritage, I immersed myself in 
church, where I received teaching and train- 
ing for various ministries. Hence, when 
God called me to be a church worker, I gave 
myself wholly into his service. 


I graduated from Tainan Theological Col- 
lege and Seminary in 2003. In the same 
year, I married Cecilia Ou, also a church 
worker, whose father is a retired pastor of 
the Taiwan Episcopal Church. Together, 
we served for four years at a rural Presbyte- 
rian church in the South of Taiwan. It was 
a fruitful experience where we were able to 
grow alongside the members of the congre- 
gation. In 2007, we received from the Lord 
a son, David Su, who is now a one-and-a- 
half year old toddler. 


Through the Lord’s guidance, starting from 


August this year, we joined the large family 
of the Episcopal Church. By Bishop David 
Lai’s appointment, I began my training at 
the Good Shepherd Church, to work and 
learn under the supervision of Pastor Lily 
Chang. It is my hope that my equipping 
here will make me suited to the Lord’s pur- 
pose. We need continual prayer support 
from you as my family adjusts to a new life 
in Taipei and as I begin my training proc- 
ess. Thank you and God bless you! 


OTHER NEWS FROM THE DIOCESE 


Bishop and Mrs. Lai attended the consecra- 
tion of the Assistant Bishop of Seoul, the 
Rt. Rev. Paul Keun-Sang Kim, in mid-May. 


At the time of going to print, Bishop and 
Mrs. Lai are away visiting our companion 
diocese, Osaka, attending the consecration 
of the new Bishop of Osaka, the Rt. Rev. 
Samuel Osamu Onishi, and preaching in 
Osaka Cathedral. More news next issue. 


The Diocese has 2 new seminarians this se- 
mester: 

1. Mr. Ho, Ray-En, aged 27 and introduced 
in Friendship Magazine earlier in the year, 
is in his first semester at Tainan Theological 
College. He is assigned to All Saints 
Church, Gangshan for his experience place- 


ment this year. 

2.Mr. Cheng Cheng-Chang, aged 47 is in 
his first semester at Fu-Ren University, 
Taipei. He was baptized by Rev Charles 
C. T. Chen as a young man in St. Mark’s 
Church, Pingtung, before moving to Taipei 
to study and live. He is a member of St. 
John’s Cathedral, and previously ran a com- 
puter engineering company. His wife 
works in the accounting department of the 
National Ocean University in Keelung, and 
they have 2 children, 1 son and 1 daughter. 


The Diocese looks forward to welcoming 
the visit of Rev John Eastwood, President of 
Province VIII, in October, along with Mrs. 
Mimi Wu and Mr. Peter Ng. 


TESTIMONY OF REV. JUNE CHOU YUN-GUANG Jaj#i¢+chn 


VICAR OF ST. PAUL’S CHURCH, KAOHSIUNG 


My grandmother was a 
widow. When I was 
born she had already 
been a widow for the 
past 20 years. After so 
many years,I wasthe ff 

first grandchild that she 1) rq 
could hold in her arms, : 2 
and she loved me very 4, 
much. Even my father } 
and mother thought that }. 
she spoiled me. She 
wouldn’t even let my father and mother 
touch me. When she died I was 3 years old. 
From then on, my father and mother de- 
cided to become very strict with me. 


I became a very shy, introverted and lonely 
little girl. I always felt that I was not loved, 
and gradually I withdrew into myself. I be- 
came very afraid, so afraid that I didn’t even 
dare go outside and talk to other people. I 
always felt a lack of something I couldn’t 
describe. Now I know that this was a lack 
of love, but at that time I didn’t really know 
what love was. 


In 1959, after I had graduated from high 
school in Kaohsiung, one of my best friends 
invited me to go to church. A year later, at 
Easter in 1960, I was baptized in Zuo- Ying 
Lutheran Church, Kaohsiung. At the begin- 
ning I didn’t feel much difference, but 
gradually I felt that I was changing as I 
found out who Jesus was and as I discov- 
ered his love. The most wonderful thing is 
that I knew God loved me very much. This 
was the first time ever that I felt that I was 
loved, and I felt so happy! 


My husband was a sea captain and traveled 
all over the world. I prayed for him for 33 
years and finally he was baptized. My 4 
children have all grown up and all are bap- 


tized. When my children were small I was 
looking for a church for them where the 
worship was in Chinese rather than Taiwan- 
ese, and so we arrived to worship at St. 
Paul’s Church, Kaohsiung in 1969. For 26 
years I served at St. Paul’s as a Sunday 
School Teacher. Initially it was to improve 
my Bible knowledge that I started to attend 
Holy Light Seminary, a Lutheran College, 
as a part-time student. It was near St. Paul’s 
Church and near my home, so I could con- 
tinue to take care of my children, especially 
as my husband was away at work. 


I attended the seminary part-time for 6 
years, and then full-time. I became an 
evangelist in St. Mark’s Church, Ping-Tung. 
Later I was ordained deacon and priest and 
continued at St. Mark’s, then at Grace 
Church, Tainan. For the last year I have 
been vicar here at St. Paul’s Church. 


These days my 
husband is re- 
tired and I am so 
happy that he 
can help me in 
the church (and 
meeting the 
EAM visitors at 
Kaohsiung High 
Speed Rail Sta- 
tion, see photo 
on the right!). 


Last year my i 
91-year-old mother was baptized. What a 
joyous occasion! 


God has changed my whole life. I thank 
God that he has changed me so much. I 
found that the more I was with God, the less 
I was afraid of people. Now I know how to 
help people and to love them. Thank God! 


NEWS FROM FORMER YOUNG ADULT MISSIONARIES 
TO TAIWAN 


FROM MR. DREW FOISIE, 


FORMERLY AT GOOD SHEPHERD CHURCH 


Dear People of the Church of Taiwan, 


It has been two years from the first time I 
arrived in Taipei and met all of you and my 
life has hardly been the same since. My 
time in Taiwan was such a period of growth 
in ministry and in personhood. I hope that 
my ministry in some small way fed you, as 
your life and love fed and sustained me in 
ways that are beyond measure. 


Since leaving Taiwan I went briefly home 
to Seattle and then to Virginia Seminary at 
Alexandria to begin my first year. I took 
classes in Old Testament, New Testament, 
Church history, Christian education and 
pastoral theology. I got involved in the Mis- 
sionary Society and the Environmental 
Concerns Committee. I made friends with 
people from all around the US and ended up 
celebrating Thanksgiving in Huntsville, 
Alabama — a place I never thought I'd be (I 
mean, really, what’s in Huntsville?)! 


By the end of first year I was ready for a 
break, so I returned to Seat- 
tle for the summer to do 
Clinical Pastoral Education 
at the downtown hospital, 
Swedish Medical Center. I 
found this experience to be 
particularly transformative. 
Twenty hours a week I 
would be with patients and 
twenty hours a week I 
would be meeting in a peer 
group with a supervisor to 
process my (and my peers’) 
work. Learning pastoral care experientially 
and in tandem with reflection and supervi- 
sion is a learning experience on steroids. 
That it was helpful in forming my pastoral 
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identity is an understatement. 


Now I find myself back at Virginia Semi- 
nary and beginning new adventures in aca- 
demics and ministry. I’m now the president 
of the Environmental Concerns Committee, 
taking systematic theology and beginning 
my field education at a local parish. 


It’s all very exciting, but I often miss Tai- 
wan and the Church of the Good 
Shepherd in particular. The dis- 
tinctive cross that Good Shep- 
herd bears hangs above my desk 
and never lets me forget the path 
I took to get here. I thank you 
for walking it with me. 


In Christ, 


Drew Foisie 
(Fu Tien-Ju) 


FROM JERED AND ERIN WEBER-JOHNSON, 


FORMERLY AT ADVENT CHURCH 


We are entering into our final year of semi- 
nary (for Jered) and graduate school (in 
Non-Profit Management at NYU for Erin) 
here in New York. It seems like only yester- 
day that we were returning from our year of 
mission in Taiwan. How time flies. Though 
we’ ve been back for over two years now, 
the experiences of our time in Taiwan re- 
main fresh in our minds and continue to 
motivate and inspire us to remain in minis- 
try. We miss our friends, colleagues, and 
our brothers and sisters in Christ with 
whom we became so close in the Diocese of 
Taiwan. 


Currently we are in the process of discern- 
ing what comes next. Jered will be ordained 
as a transitional deacon in June (God will- 
ing, the people consenting, and if Jered 
passes his exams). Meanwhile Erin has con- 
cluded two years as Academic Coordinator 
at the General Theological Seminary, New 
York, this month and is now focusing all 
her energies on completing her coursework 
to be able to leave New York when Jered 
graduates in May. As you can see, we are 
experiencing transition on several fronts. 


Where will we move next? What will our 
new community look like? We know that as 
with our time in Taiwan, God holds our 
lives in His hands. We remain so very 
grateful for the time that we had as mission- 
aries sharing in your lives, learning about 
how you see God, and experiencing the love 
of Christ through your amazing hospitality. 


We continue to feel supported by so many 
of you through your emails and prayers. 
Keep them coming. We also have a hello to 
send to all of you from one of your own 
here in New York. Paul Lai, Bishop Lai’s 
son is here at the General Theological Semi- 
nary with us and sends his hello’s and his 
love. 


Blessings to all of you with our deepest af- 
fection. 
In Christ, 


Erin and Jered Weber-Johnson 


Introducing Seth and Elizabeth Raymond: 
Young Adult Missionaries of The Episcopal Church in Taiwan 


Greetings! We are thrilled to be in Taiwan 
after a long period of applications and 
preparation for travel. We are writing this 
article as a way to introduce ourselves to the 
Diocese of Taiwan and to share with you a 
little bit about Young Adult missionaries in 
the Episcopal Church. . 


First of all, we are both 23 year old recent 
college graduates. We were married on 
July 28, 2007 in Boulder, Colorado, USA. 
We met while students at the University of 
Colorado. We both received degrees in mu- 
sic education and are certified to teach Kin- 
dergarten-12" grade instrumental music. 
Elizabeth is a flutist and gifted singer, and 
Seth plays cello. 


Elizabeth is especially excited about be- 
ing invited to assist in leading the Teen- 
ager Fellowship at St. John’s Cathedral in 
Taipei because she did her student teach- 
ing in Colorado with junior high aged 
students. One of our best experiences so 
far in Taiwan has been meeting the large 
group of teenagers at the Cathedral. 
They are lively, excitable, and full of en- 
ergy. Elizabeth is sure that this year will 
be full of fun, learning, and relationship 
building. 
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Seth was given the task of helping St. 
John’s Cathedral build a campus ministry at 
National Taiwan University. He is thrilled 
to be given this huge and exciting job be- 
cause it fits so well into his long-term voca- 
tional plans. Seth has been in the process of 
discernment for Holy Orders (priesthood) 
since April 2007 and is meeting with the 
Bishop of the Diocese of Colorado in Octo- 
ber to (God-willing) confirm his status as a 
postulant in the ordination process to the 


priesthood. 


Since we are young and recently graduated 
from college, the task of starting a campus 
ministry is both exciting and daunting. Seth 
has been involved in campus ministry for 6 
years, at Boston University where he re- 
ceived a Bachelor’s degree in Sociology, 
and at the University of Colorado. Eliza- 
beth has been involved in two campus min- 
istries, the Lutheran Campus Ministry and 
Episcopal Campus Ministry at CU. Both of 
us consider the years spent in campus min- 
istries as vital to our spiritual growth and 
the deepening of our involvement with the 
Episcopal Church. We hope to pass along 
some of these experiences and knowledge 
to the University students of Taiwan! 


We are extremely blessed to have Rev. 
Samuel Lin Ying-Chiou as a mentor and 
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guide for the beginning 
of campus ministry. He 
provides a wealth of ex- 
perience as the former 
chaplain at St. John’s 
University. He is also 
kindly tutoring us in 
Chinese until we begin 
Chinese classes at Na- 
tional Taiwan Normal 
University in December. 


Now for a little bit about % 
how we came to Taiwan: wa 


Even before we were 
married, we discussed 
our desire to do something out of the ordi- 
nary and exciting the year after graduation. 
We considered many options, including the 
U.S. Peace Corps, a variety of internships 
within the United States, or beginning our 
teaching career. 


Luckily, through our campus ministry in- 
volvement, we met Rev. Douglas Fenton 
who is the director of Young Adult Minis- 
tries for The Episcopal Church in New 
York. In one afternoon he convinced us to 
apply for the Young Adult Service Corps, 
an opportunity for young adults to serve as 
missionaries outside of the United States for 
one year. 


After we applied for the program, every- 
thing fell together very quickly. In Febru- 
ary we were invited to a discernment week- 
end where we were first presented with the 
idea of serving in Taiwan. Up until this 
point, our only international experience had 
been Mexico, Canada, and Europe, so Tai- 
wan was certainly outside of what we ex- 
pected. 


After a couple of weeks of praying and dis- 
cussing the idea we decided to follow God’s 
call to Taiwan. And we are glad we did! 
Over the past few months we have had the 
opportunity to begin learning Mandarin, 
learn many new things about East Asia and 
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Taiwan, and meet 
many wonderful peo- 
ple on our journey so 
far in Taiwan. 


We are especially 
grateful for the gift of 
an apartment to use 
for the year from 
Kevin Tarn at St. 
John’s Cathedral. 
We are also grateful 
for the many people 
who have introduced 
themselves to us and 
offered hospitality, 
food, and conversa- 
tion. We hope to continue these relation- 
ships and foster many new relationships as 
well. 


We look forward to discovering Taiwan this 
year and how God is at work in the Episco- 
pal Diocese of Taiwan! 


Seth and Elizabeth Raymond 


TAIWAN EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
7 Lane 105, Hang-chow South Road, Section 1, Taipei 100, Taiwan, Republic of China. 
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